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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 20, 2009 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, on Mon-
day, May 18, 2009, I was excused from a se-
ries of three rollcall votes. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on all three meas-
ures. 

These measures were: H. Res. 300, a reso-
lution congratulating Camp Dudley YMCA of 
Westport, New York, on the occasion of its 
125th anniversary, introduced by Mr. MCHUGH 
of New York; S. 386, the Fraud Enforcement 
and Recovery Act of 2009, as amended, intro-
duced by Senator LEAHY of Vermont; and H. 
Res. 442, a resolution recognizing the impor-
tance of the Child and Adult Care Food Pro-
gram and its positive effect on the lives of low 
income children and families, introduced by 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 

f 

SUPPORTING NATIONAL CHILD 
AWARENESS MONTH 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2009 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I stand in 
strong support of House Resolution 438, a bi-
partisan resolution which expresses the sense 
of the U.S. House of Representatives that Na-
tional Child Awareness Month should be es-
tablished in the month of September. 

September is traditionally ‘‘back-to-school’’ 
month, a time when families focus on pre-
paring children for the coming school year. 
Recognizing September as National Child 
Awareness Month will heighten the American 
public’s attentiveness to the importance of our 
children’s health, education, safety and char-
acter development through the ongoing efforts 
of the numerous organizations and individuals 
who help to protect and nurture them. With 
this resolution we express our support for a 
month-long effort to recognize the importance 
of children in our society as they grown into 
responsible citizens. 

It is widely recognized that a strong, sup-
portive family unit is the most important factor 
in the well-being of a child. Unfortunately there 
is no guarantee that every child will have a 
support system to depend on. Thankfully there 
are many organizations that provide for the 
most disadvantaged children in communities 
across the country. Even children with solid 
support systems benefit from youth-serving or-
ganizations which enrich their lives through 
activities such as sports, the arts, philanthropy 
and further education outside of the class-
room. 

I would like to extend my sincerest appre-
ciation to the 69 bipartisan cosponsors and to 
the gentlelady from Orange County, the lead 
sponsor, LORETTA SANCHEZ, for her efforts on 
behalf of this resolution. In addition I would 
like to extend a special thanks to the Edu-
cation and Labor Committee for moving the 
bill quickly. It is my hope that Senators FEIN-
STEIN and BURR will quickly pass a companion 
resolution in the Senate chamber and that 

President Obama will by Presidential Procla-
mation, designate September as National 
Child Awareness Month so that the many 
child-focused programs of the federal govern-
ment might also be highlighted. 

Most importantly, I commend the many local 
and national youth-serving organizations and 
charities dedicated to the well-being of chil-
dren across the nation and the world. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE NATIONAL 
AMUSEMENT PARK RIDE SAFETY 
ACT OF 2009 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 20, 2009 

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, Memorial Day is the beginning of the 
season when many American families take 
their children to our amusement parks for a 
day of fun and sun. Most Americans, when 
they enter an amusement park, believe that 
the rides at these parks are subject to over-
sight by the nation’s top consumer safety 
watchdog—the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, CPSC. However, this is, unbe-
lievably, not the case. Since 1981, a ‘‘Roller 
Coaster Loophole’’ has been carved out of the 
Consumer Product Safety Act. 

This loophole is a dangerous gap in child 
safety and injury prevention, and it is having 
serious consequences. Between 1987 and 
2004, the CPSC reports that there were 3,400 
amusement park ride-related accidents and 
deaths. This estimate is likely lower than the 
actual number of injuries, due to the CPSC’s 
lack of authority over fixed-site rides. 

It is time to act on the words of President 
Obama when he called for us to, ‘‘do more to 
protect the American public—especially our 
nation’s children—from being harmed by un-
safe products.’’ 

It is time to put the safety of our children 
first—it is time to close the Roller Coaster 
Loophole. 

Today, I am re-introducing the National 
Amusement Park Safety Act, to restore safety 
oversight to a largely unregulated industry and 
protect our nation’s children. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 20, 2009 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, unfortunately I missed recorded 
votes on the House floor on Tuesday, May 19, 
2009. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 270 (Motion to Sus-
pend the rules and Agree to H.R. 1089), ‘‘nay’’ 
on rollcall vote No. 271 (Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Agree to S. 896), ‘‘yea’’ on roll-
call vote No. 272 (Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree to H. Res. 360). 

SMALL BUSINESS AID BILL 

HON. BETSY MARKEY 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 20, 2009 

Ms. MARKEY of Colorado. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to urge my colleagues to support 
the Small Business Assistance in Debt Bill 
(Small Business AID Bill). The Small Business 
AID Bill will expand the U.S. Small Business 
Administration (SBA) 504 loan program to be 
used to refinance conventional, non-SBA 
loans. This bill will permit small business own-
ers to access capital and tap into equity that 
is locked in their commercial real estate due to 
the financial and banking crisis. Market condi-
tions have changed and are making it harder 
for small businesses to gain access to capital 
to continue investing in and expanding their 
businesses. My bill reduces risk to banks from 
conventional, non-SBA loans on their balance 
sheets while simultaneously infusing cash into 
the banking system. This change will not re-
quire additional taxpayer support or an addi-
tional Congressional allocation, since this pro-
gram is self-supporting. 

Many small businesses have been ham- 
strung by today’s economic conditions. Due to 
changes in the banking industry’s ability and 
willingness to lend, small businesses are 
being squeezed out of capital markets. Banks, 
like most Americans, have been forced to 
tighten their belts; and banks have had to limit 
access to capital. With a lack of available cap-
ital, small businesses, the economic engine of 
America, are in crisis. Within the next year, 
approximately $2.5 billion in commercial loans 
will come due. Many banks will not be willing 
or able to renew these loans for small busi-
nesses, many whom will be unable to raise 
the necessary financing to survive. Other 
small businesses are being forced to stay in 
loans that are higher than today’s current in-
terest rates. Small businesses need another 
means to refinance their loans to weather this 
financial storm and potentially expand through 
new capital. By allowing SBA-backed lenders 
to extend financing small businesses will be 
able to: acquire land, construct buildings, or 
purchase equipment and collateralize fixed as-
sets, avoid prepayment penalties, financing 
fees, and other costs. Small businesses will 
receive these benefits while obtaining better 
loan terms and lower interest rates for existing 
debt. 

A good way to illustrate how my bill works 
may be helpful to my colleagues: Acme Com-
pany owns a building that an appraiser values 
at $100,000. Acme owes $70,000 on the 
building to their local bank. Due to the eco-
nomic and financial crises bank regulators re-
quire the bank to downgrade their loans with 
Acme. The bank severely restricts or elimi-
nates Acme’s line of credit. The absence of 
the line of credit causes a very real hardship, 
impacting Acme’s cash flow. With the inability 
to manage cash, Acme is severely impacted 
and encounters problems with operating day- 
to-day. While Acme has equity in their build-
ing, their bank cannot and would not allow 
them to access this equity due to the down-
graded borrower status. With my bill, the SBA 
would be able to offer a new 504 loan to 
Acme for up to $40,000 (since the bill limits 
lending up to 40% of the value of the prop-
erty). With this new load, Acme would be able 
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to unlock up to $20,000 worth of equity which 
they could use to maintain the business, retain 
jobs, or purchase new equipment to help the 
business grow again. 

There was very little immediate impact for 
small businesses from the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act. Banks’ inability and 
sometimes unwillingness to assist small busi-
nesses will continue for some time and we 
must act now to help small businesses stay 
afloat. My bill assists small businesses by pro-
viding SBA guarantees for a portion of certain 
loans coordinated through Certified Develop-
ment Companies (CDCs). These non-profit or-
ganizations work with local lenders to provide 
secure SBA-backed loans to small busi-
nesses. The SBA then guarantees a portion of 
the loan, reducing the risk to lenders and dra-
matically increasing small businesses’ access 
to capital. Until this bill, CDC loans were only 
available for new businesses or business ex-
pansion; but with this bill these loans would be 
available to refinance existing debt. By refi-
nancing small businesses will continue to be 
current on their existing loans with SBA lend-
ers. The lack of access to working capital de-
presses small businesses, resulting in a cor-
responding increase in unemployment rates. 

In today’s economy, small businesses are 
struggling. My bill assists small businesses to 
pull themselves up without any government 
handout or bailout. They will be able to refi-
nance their current debt so that they can in-
vest in new facilities, equipment, or hire addi-
tional workers. I urge all members to support 
the Small Business AID Bill. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. STUART 
COHEN ON HIS PRESIDENTIAL 
TERM OF THE SAN DIEGO COUN-
TY MEDICAL SOCIETY 

HON. BRIAN P. BILBRAY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 20, 2009 

Mr. BILBRAY. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to congratulate Dr. Stuart Cohen on his term 
as the 138th President of the San Diego 
County Medical Society (SDCMS). As America 
faces the difficult challenges of addressing 
health care reform, it is reassuring that there 
are leaders like Dr. Cohen in positions of influ-
ence to help our nation craft policies that will 
bring quality and accessible health care to all 
Americans. 

The San Diego County Medical Society, 
representing over 8,000 physicians in San 
Diego County, is a non-profit organization 
founded in 1870. SDCMS is chartered by the 
California Medical Association and affiliated 
with the American Medical Association (AMA). 
The mission of SDCMS is to promote the 
science and art of medicine, the quality care 
and wellbeing of patients, the protection of the 
public health, the betterment of the medical 
profession, and the adjudication of ethical rela-
tions to its members, as well as the provision 
of education to its members in scientific, so-
cial, legal, and medico-economic aspects of 
medical practice. 

Dr. Cohen received his medical degree in 
1981 from the University of Manitoba and 
served his internship and residency at the 
Health Sciences Center at Children’s Hospital 
in Winnipeg, Canada. Dr. Cohen is board cer-

tified in pediatrics and has been a member of 
Children’s Primary Care Medical Group since 
1996. 

Dr. Cohen has been an active member of 
the San Diego County Medical Society and 
the California Medical Association since 1988 
and the American Medical Association since 
1994. He has served on numerous commit-
tees as a CMA delegate, an AMA delegate, as 
well as the SDCMS Board of Directors, Execu-
tive and Finance Committees and the San 
Diego Physician magazine Editorial Board. Dr. 
Cohen is also a member of numerous medical 
societies including the American Academy of 
Pediatrics—San Diego Chapter and the Amer-
ican Academy of Pediatrics. 

Dr. Cohen is well respected by his peers as 
evidenced by the fact he was selected as a 
San Diego ‘‘Top Doctor’’ for the last four 
years. On a personal note, I have benefited 
immensely from Dr. Cohen’s wise counsel on 
how to craft effective health care policy for all 
San Diegans. 

Let history show that this year will be the 
year Congress makes progress on health re-
form. Americans are demanding we put par-
tisan differences aside and devise a health 
care system that covers all Americans, puts 
patients first and ensures the highest quality. 

With influential leaders such as Dr. Stuart 
Cohen leading the fight, I feel confident Con-
gress will craft sensible health care policy. 

f 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
STATE HIGHWAY TRANSPOR-
TATION OFFICIALS 

HON. ROBERT WEXLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 20, 2009 

Mr. WEXLER. Madam Speaker, as cochair 
of the Congressional Caucus on Global Road 
Safety, I would like to extend my appreciation 
and sincerest thanks to the Board of Directors 
of the American Association of State Highway 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO), who re-
cently passed a policy resolution in support of 
House Concurrent Resolution 74, a resolution 
introduced by myself and my fellow Caucus 
cochairs, Congressman CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
and Congressman DAN BURTON, supporting 
the goals and ideals of a decade of action for 
road safety with a global target to reduce by 
50 percent the predicted increase in global 
road deaths between 2010 and 2020 and urg-
ing the Obama administration to take a leader-
ship role at the First Ministerial Conference on 
Road Safety in Moscow later this year. 

My fellow cochairs and I believe it is critical 
that the United States work with nations 
around the world to achieve the goals and 
ideals of a decade of action for road safety 
and to reduce the impact of this health epi-
demic on the global community, and I sin-
cerely appreciate AASHTO’s support for this 
resolution and for their efforts to work with the 
Global Road Safety Caucus to educate Mem-
bers of Congress on the issue of road safety. 
To that end, I encourage all of my colleagues 
to review the text of AASHTO’s resolution, 
which I am including in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. 

POLICY RESOLUTION PR–2–09 SUPPORTING 
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 74 

Whereas, AASHTO and its members de-
partments remain fully committed to reduc-

ing the number of deaths on our Nation’s 
roads as evidenced by current AASHTO pol-
icy positions and efforts to implement 
AASHTO’s Strategic Highway Safety Plan, 
including the adoption by the Board of Di-
rectors in December, 1997 and revised and up-
dated in December, 2004, a goal to reduce fa-
talities by half in 20 years; 

Whereas, According to the 2004 World Re-
port on Road Traffic Injury Prevention, 
40,000 people on the United States and 
1,300,000 people globally die in road crashes 
each year; 

Whereas, Another 20,000,000 to 50,000,000 
people globally are injured each year as a re-
sult of speeding motor vehicles and the in-
creased use of motor vehicles; 

Whereas, Road crashes are the leading 
cause of death globally for young people be-
tween the ages of 10 and 24 years; 

Whereas, The current estimated monetary 
cost of motor vehicles crashes worldwide is 
greater than $500,000,000,000 annually, rep-
resenting between 3 and 5 percent of the 
gross domestic product of each nation; 

Whereas, According to the World Health 
Organization, over 90 percent of motorist-re-
lated deaths occur in low- and middle-in-
come countries; 

Whereas, According the World Health Or-
ganization, motorist related deaths and cost 
continue to rise in these countries due to a 
lack of appropriate road engineering and in-
jury prevention programs in public health 
sectors; 

Whereas, The United States, United Na-
tions, and international community should 
promote the improvement of data collection 
and comparability, including adopting the 
standard definition of a road death as ‘‘any 
person killed immediately or dying within 30 
days as a result of a road traffic crash’’ and 
the facilitation of international cooperation 
to develop reliable data systems and analyt-
ical capability; 

Whereas, It is critical that the inter-
national community support collaborative 
action to enhance global road safety and re-
duce the risk of road crash death and injury 
around the world by fostering partnerships 
and cooperation between governments, pri-
vate and public sectors, professional associa-
tions, and within civil society, as well as re-
lationships among the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration, the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration and other national 
and international road safety authorities; 

Whereas, The United Nations General As-
sembly adopted a resolution in 2005 desig-
nating the third Sunday of November as a 
day of remembrance for road crash victims 
and their families and calling on nations 
globally to improve road safety; 

Whereas, The United States Congress 
passed H. Con. Res. 87, as well as S. Con. Res. 
39 in the 110th Congress supporting the goals 
and ideals of a world day of remembrance for 
road crash victims; 

Whereas, The United Nations General As-
sembly adopted a resolution in 2008 high-
lighting the impact global road safety issues, 
encouraging nations to take action to reduce 
road crash risks across the world and cre-
ating the first global high-level conference 
on road safety in Moscow in November 2009; 

Whereas, The Ministerial Consultive Com-
mittee of the First Global Ministerial Con-
ference on Road Safety on Moscow has draft-
ed a declaration to designate 2010–2020 as the 
‘‘Decade of Action for Global Road Safety’’; 
now, therefore be it 

Resolved, By the American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Officials 
that AASHTO supports the goals and ideals 
of a decade of action for global road safety 
with a global target to reduce by 50 percent 
the predicted increase in global road deaths 
between 2010 and 2020; be it further 
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